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standing army, and, if possible, would have dis-
pensed with taxes : on the other hand, he had no
ambition to play an active part in history, and cared
nothing for foreign politics, a great industrial develop-
ment, or a world commerce. If it had been possible
for Germany to fall into a number of such tiny
republics, it would have vanished from the ranks of
the great nations more completely than before/'4

Numerically inferior to these southern idealists was
a group of men fashioned of harder metal, who, desiring
a united and republican Germany, scanned the whole
political horizon and preached the duty of a general
war. The writers in the Nate Rhcinische Zeitung
had no sympathy with little Republicans or Federalists,
and with those who believed in Slavonic union. Their
programme was a popular war against Russia and
Denmark prefaced by the liberation of Poland. In
autocratic Russia they saw the great obstacle to a
European revolution; in Denmark the ally of three
counter-revolutionary powers, and moreover " a brutal,
dirty, piratical, old Northern nationality, rough to
women, permanently drunk, its Berseker rage alter-
nating with tearful sentimentality!" Nobody has
ever accused Karl Marx of lt tearful sentimentality/1
And a policy of union through blood and iron was
neither the invention nor the monopoly of a Prussian
monarchist.

One day, late in February 1848, a certain German
student at the University of Bonn was sitting in his
attic at work upon a tragedy. The youth proposed
to himself one of those quiet and dignified academic
careers which are the reward of successful industry at
a German University. Suddenly a friend burst in
upon him with the intelligence that Louis Philippe
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